
Gratitude Inspired  
by Giving

When thinking about Midwestern University—specifically the 
Companion Animal Clinic in Glendale—Alene Stranik is filled 
with an overwhelming sense of gratitude and appreciation for the 
care that her beloved dog Shylee received several years ago. This 
care and the bond that was formed between Alene and the staff 
and students at the Companion Animal Clinic is why she has 
chosen to include Midwestern University in her estate plans.
Alene was born in North Dakota and moved to Minnesota at a 
very young age.  She received a double degree in math and French 
from St. Cloud State College (now St. Cloud State University) 
and spent her entire career as a teacher. Alene began her career in 
Minnesota, then moved to New Richmond, Wisconsin, where she 
taught math and French for 31 years. She enjoyed teaching various 
grades but was most fond of the 6th grade students because they 
were eager to learn and often still needed to be “mothered” a bit.
Alene retired in 1998. That same year, she visited her parents 
who were wintering in Sun City West, Arizona. While on a walk 
one day, Alene saw a condo that was for sale and instantly felt a 
connection. She especially loved the grapefruit and orange trees in 
the yard. Alene purchased the fully furnished condo directly from the 
owner and lived there during the winters for the next 11 years. After 
selling that condo, she bought a house and still spends her winters  
in Arizona.

A Life Well Spent
William James, an American philosopher, historian, and 
psychologist, once said, “The great use of life is to spend it for 
something that will outlast it.” As an alum of Midwestern 
University, you are doing just that—you are spending 
your life caring for others.  Following your education, you 
embarked on a journey with a career in healthcare and have 
been building a legacy that will outlast your lifetime. 
Another way to build a legacy is through a bequest to 
support your alma mater. Planned gifts are a profound way 
to achieve your philanthropic, financial and estate planning 
goals while leaving a lasting legacy.
Planning your gift to benefit your College in the future is 
an opportunity to express what matters to you. I’ve worked 
with alumni and friends of Midwestern to ensure their 
planned gifts are designated for a purpose that is personally 
meaningful to them, such as endowed scholarships, support 
for specific programs, or unrestricted gifts to help meet the 
University’s highest priorities.
The staff in the Office of Development and Alumni 
Relations is here to help. Our goal is to always work 
collaboratively, honor your intentions, and help you apply 
your generosity thoughtfully and wisely. We are also happy 
to work directly with your CPA, estate planning attorney, 
or other financial advisors.
If you have already included your College or the University 
in your estate plan, please let us know, as we would 
appreciate the opportunity to thank you and recognize you 
as a member of the University’s Heritage Circle.

Sincerely,

Staci Glass
Director of Institutional Advancement 
Midwestern University 
sglass@midwestern.edu

The Heritage Circle
M i d w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y

To learn more, please visit  
our gift planning website:  

midwestern.givingplan.net
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Ways to Give This Year

Giving to Midwestern University can be 
as simple as donating online or mailing a 
check. But there are also other methods 
that can help you meet your financial 
and philanthropic goals. Here are a few 
creative ways to make gifts in 2022.

CASH GIFTS

Online contributions and giving by cash 
or check are the most common ways to 
make charitable gifts. Gifts of cash are 
deductible up to 60% of AGI for those 
who itemize.

GIFTS BY WILL OR  
LIVING TRUST

Your will is a valuable tool to support 
Midwestern University. After providing 
for your loved ones, you can leave a 
specific amount or asset, a percentage 
of your estate, or what’s left after your 
family and other loved ones are taken 
care of.

GIVING THROUGH 
RETIREMENT PLANS

Through your retirement plan, you can 
make immediate, tax-favored transfers 
each year, provide for future gifts as 

part of your long-range planning, and 
arrange for charitable gifts that feature 
additional income, special tax savings, 
and other benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones.

TAX-WISE WAYS TO GIVE

People often are surprised to learn that 
different tax results come from giving 
different types of assets. Gifts of highly 
appreciated securities for example, may 
yield advantageous tax outcomes. 

GIVING THROUGH  
LIFE INSURANCE

Consider rededicating life insurance 
policies to Midwestern. You can name 
us to receive all or a percentage of 
these funds and generate a charitable 
deduction for 2022.  

PLAN NOW!

These are just some of the many ways 
you can make charitable contributions 
to Midwestern University this year and 
in the years to come. If we can provide 
you or your advisors more information, 
please contact us.  ■

Support Animal Welfare and Veterinary Education

Did you know that Midwestern University established 
Arizona’s first veterinary college and graduated its first 
class in 2018? If you have a heart for animals, here are 
some ways that you can support Midwestern University’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine:
HARDSHIP FUND: Midwestern University’s 
Companion Animal Clinic (CAC) utilizes  this fund to 
support the medical expenses of pets owned by families 
who are experiencing a serious financial hardship and are 
unable to afford the cost of care. The CAC continues to 
serve as a community resource to offer socioeconomically 
disadvantaged pet owners the opportunity to receive 

medical care for their pets throughout the year. Your gift 
will help provide this care to qualifying pets and help keep 
families together with their pets, have a positive impact 
on families’ mental and emotional well-being, and avoid 
economic euthanasia.
STUDENT SURGICAL LABORATORY FUND: A 
gift to the Student Surgical Laboratory Fund will help our 
students gain hands-on supervised surgical experience by 
performing free spay and neuter surgeries along with providing 
supplementary medical care for animals sent to Midwestern 
University College of Veterinary Medicine's student surgical 
laboratories from a variety of local rescue shelters.  ■

Did you know? 

You can "blend" 

your giving. There 

are many popular 

gift combinations 

you can blend 

together to make 

an impact now 

and in the future.
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One day while petting Shylee, Alene felt a few lumps and 
instantly knew that something was wrong. She and her friend 
Millie took Shylee to a veterinarian in the Phoenix area, and 
they were told that she most likely had lymphoma. That 
particular veterinarian did not treat cancer but told Alene 
about Midwestern University’s Companion Animal Clinic. 
Alene was unfamiliar with Midwestern but was desperate to 
give Shylee the care she needed. Alene and Millie were amazed 
by the staff's and students' care and compassion for Shylee. 
Shylee's treatment continued when Alene and Millie went back 
to the Midwest that summer. Each week they would drive  
250 miles to the University of Wisconsin so Shylee could 
receive treatments.
Sadly, Shylee eventually passed away, but Alene credits the 
staff and students at the Companion Animal Clinic and those 
at the University of Wisconsin Animal Clinic for giving her 

an additional 18 months to live a good quality life. The added 
months that Alene had with Shylee were so special, and she 
is profoundly grateful to those who treated her. When asked 
why she included Midwestern University in her estate plans, 
Alene shared, “Each and every person that we encountered at 
the Companion Animal Clinic treated us like family. They 
took care of Shylee when she needed it most, and we were 
never treated like a number. I’m so grateful for the additional 
time they gave us, and it’s my honor to include Midwestern 
University in my estate plans.”
Alene remains passionate about animal care and continues 
to take on rescue dogs.  She also recently made a generous 
donation to the Midwestern University Companion 
Animal Clinic and will continue to bring her rescue dogs in  
when necessary.  ■

Giving Through 
Your IRA
IF YOU ARE 70½ OR OLDER, 
you may make gifts called qualified 
charitable distributions (QCDs) 
directly to Midwestern University 
from your individual retirement 
account (IRA).

Because most funds withdrawn 
from IRAs are considered income, 
your total taxable income is 
increased and can push you into 
a higher tax bracket. Distributions 
made directly to Midwestern 
University from your IRA will 
not, however, be included in your 
taxable income whether or not you 
normally itemize your charitable 
gifts and other deductible expenses. 
Such gifts can also count toward 
all or part of your annual required 
minimum distribution.



Contact us
555 31st Street

Downers Grove, IL 60515
19555 North 59th Avenue

Glendale, AZ 85308
623-572-3286 

800-962-3053 (toll free) 
623-572-3950 (fax)

sglass@midwestern.edu

www.midwestern.edu
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Please Join the Heritage Circle 

The Heritage Circle recognizes donors who have included 
Midwestern University in their will or other estate plans, such as 
a trust, gift annuity, or beneficiary designation of their retirement 
plans, like IRAs, 401(k) plans, or life insurance policies.

Currently, we have nearly 90 Heritage Circle members. 
Membership entitles you to receive special invitations to donor 
events as well as mentions—only with your consent—in 
Midwestern annual reports and publications.

If you are not a Heritage Circle member, we would like to invite 
you to join this philanthropic group of individuals who are 
helping ensure the future of Midwestern University. Through 
your generosity, you can make a difference for Midwestern 
University students, who will then make a difference in 
every community where they provide excellent healthcare to  
their patients.

For more information, please return the enclosed card or contact Staci 
Glass, Director of Institutional Advancement, at 623-572-3286.


